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Steiieral bureau of investigation 

United States ©epartment of Justice 

Miami, Florida 
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Director, FBI 


■< >• 


/ s 


Dear Sir: 


S <R. • 

Re: ALFRED DE HiiRIGNYi .pyXV 
INFORMATION CONCERNINGVv > \ <, J 

X- 4s v 

a> v 





f 


There is enclosed herewith one photographic cod^ of an undated 
letter* p ostmarked Nassau, Bahamas, August 3, 1943, iron l I 

J | to LADY FUNIGalpAKSS, The V/illows, Bar Harbor, Maine, Attention is 

directed to the fact that the sender and the addressee of the letter are, 

>IR HARRT-tMISS, 


i 


respectively__ 

murdered at Nassau, on the night of July 7,3, 1943* 


who was 


[ 


Attention is also directed to the second page of the letter, which 
reads in part as follows: 

"I have just had a most distressing cable from Dr. ZAHL. 

Please believe me that it is of vital importance that 
you see him. My God, do you want us all to go the same 
way? You must divine the seriousness of this thing not 
only us but our country. You must see Dr. ZAHL 
immediately # * 

Photographic copies of this letter were received from the local 
Censorship Station. 

An endeavor was made to ascertain the contents of the cable received 
"1 from DR. Z'AHL. From t,ha Of fir a nf t ha district Cable 


From Ijl 

Censor it was ascertained that on July 21, 1943 ] j received a 

cable from PAUL ZAHI: at Few York City, stating ’^Unless unavoidably delayed will 
arrive Saturday.” 


RECOU P hi) 


b"/C 


On July 22, 1943,[ 


] sent the follovdrjg ^cable to her 

-A 


mother at The Willows, Bar Harbor, name: 

"Positive FRTD^JpfeAAIiIGFY not guilty party Stop Mos{ ! ‘ ® * 

anxious that restl truth behind fathers death should be 1 ;ujr 1943 

revealed Stop If you cannot believe in me and keep your, jig? ^ 
promise to aid me substantially must appeal to friends^ 

Stop Must have impartial expert investigators immediately 
I know I am acting as would be fathers wish it is 
all Stop This communication confidential cable me 
immediately nv love” 
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> v ■■ 





Ho 





Director, FBI 
August 13, 1943 


On 


Bar Harbor, Maine: 


July 25, 1943 J sent the following cable to her mother at 


"Now more than ever certain ALFRED RARIGNY innocent but 
am without means to procure expert legal assistance Stop 
I implore you in interests of entire family not to refuse 
me financial aid necessary not only to prevent my husband 
your soninlaw from being unjustly branded a murder etc but 
also aid disclosing real truth behind fathers tragic death 
Stop Cable immediately whether you willing to help at this 
critical phase of my existence the nature of which will 
depend upon the outcome of tills struggle Stop Otherwise I 
will be obliged to make public my extraordinary predicament 
Stop Love to all" 


.On July 26, 1943> LADY OAKES sent the following cable to her 


"I will defer any action on the contents of your cable 
until completion of the preliminary hearing" 

On August 2, 1943. l~ I received the following cable from PAUL 
ZAHL, Bar Harbor, Maine: 


letter. 


"ED’YARD HODJES fine mother incommunicado to everyone on 
li'ORRISONS advice suggest you come immediately with funds 
please give no statement to press except as we discussed 
call me from Miami" 


This is undoubtedly the cable referred td 


in tiie 


ir.t er cepted 


1 The B a ck Traffic at the Cable Censor, Miami, reflects that| | 

_ firmly believes in the innocence of her husband, who is suspected of the 

murder of SIR HARRY OAKES, and has been making all efforts to secure exper b 
investigators and criminologists to prove her husband’s innocence. It is believed 
that possibly she desires the services of Dr, rAUIvjZAHL in this connection. 


The above is being submitted to the Bureau as a matter of information 
for possible future reference. Copy of this letter and enclosure are beirg 
forwarded bo the New York Office for its information. 


JDLrdoc 

Enclosure 


Very truly yours, 



cc: NewYork (Enc.) 
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STAlijARD FORM NO, 64 


Office Memorandum 


• UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


to Director, FBI 

from : SAC R. G. Danner, Miami, Florida 

J 

SUBJECT: HARRY^AKES MURDER CASE* 

INFORMATION CONCERNING*'_ 


date: April 19, 1944 

6 ' . 


u 


•: i { 


u h iff 


h-hjT 


[ 


Miami, Florida*-’ Informant 


On April 12, 1944, 


E 






Miami, Florida, displayed to a liaison representative rrom tms 
office fit the censors hip station.a letter which had been intercepted at the 
station addressed hnl I 

Cuba, from | 

17, New York. 


New York 


This letter contained information to the effect that a fomer FBI 
agent was working on the OAKES murder case in cooperation with PAUIyZAHL, 
the writer of the letter. I 1 stated that he was showing this 

letter to an FBI representative because he thought there^was a possibili ty 
that the former FBI agent mentioned in the letter might be using information 
which he had obtained while he was in the employ of the Bureau. I I 

I I stated that in his opinion theletter should not be' photostated, either 

in whol e or In part because the information was not of a national security 
matter. I b la^ms to be a personal friend of the former HARRY 

OAKES and was apparently trying to ascertain whether the Bureau had actually 
conducted any investigation in the OAKES case. He was advised that the * 
facilities of the FBI laboratory in Washington, D.C., were available to 
investigating officers in the case but that was the only extent of the FBI's 
interest. 

On April 14, 1944. the above-ment ioned letter was routed through 
routine channels at the! I to the liaison div ision for the 

FBI representative and the l I representative, 

has placed FREtl-d^MkRIGNY on their local watch list. Two 




photostatic copies of the entire letter were obtained at this time. 

Paragraph 1, Page 2, of this letter is being quoted as follows: 


r 




sy 


"?Jhich brings me to the subject of the cablegram the 
other day. During the last six months I have been in close and 
extremely confidential contact with the former FBI man associated 
with the Christie warrant. I have spoken to you about him. He 
and I have quietly had numerous conferences, taken trips to 
Washington, interviewed cranks (most of whom I turned over to 
Schindler), and have generally kept our ears close to the ground, 
trying to segregate information with a sound basis from that 
based on idle rumor. The principal motive./ijor man's 
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Letter to the Director, FBI Re: HARRY OAKES MURDER CASE; 

April 19, 1944 INFORMATION CONCERNING 


interest in the case is not at a^l financial, but rather 
arises from his fonner dealings and his disdain for the 
Nassau crowd, including the Christie element. He would 
like, for personal not professional reasons, to know who 
killed Sir Harry. % motive, of course, is academic, and 
as it concerns you personally. What I’m trying to say, and 
the reason for my cable, is t hat we think we know who the 
perpetrator is Naturally, I ^won * t put the man' s name down 
bn paper; and furthermore he is not known to you personally. 
Suffice it to say that t he suspect is a native, now on one 

and in ggnu ni- tt i ng prim wflVTrT 
so meone’s hire, whose identity we also know. I say all this 
with the realization that~T^in cXimlbing out on a limb, for 
I know as well as you of the multitudinous rumors, distrac¬ 
tions and distortions which surround the subject; and 
furthermore, our information is one step removed from its 
source. But, in view of all the circumstances and the 
considerable experience I have now had at spotting phoney 
information, I believe it to be authentic, and confirmable.” 


Both photostatic copies of the entire letter are being enclosed 
herewith for the information of the Bureau. 


R. G. DANNER, SAC 


GEHjHMR 

19-0 

Enclosure 
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OTl^O'TDNEt 



jgflScyvosa 


L0~~ '7 31 f 7 - 






WMm 


|h0854?T [ 


mewaami 


. % 9***%w& -jamr met* titt* «ie**t*i f *** have f*i*«f4*d *h# 
letter t© 8ydni)r« 

again, After the trial you seemed gujfsitfy te wsaisli fr«» out ot ay Ilf## 
f assume you were in Justifiable flight trm the cause* of p<fcii<Aty* , 

!♦** film seeretly cheering y©*, but I*w *U*ed you terribly, met «aly 
for obvious personal reasons, bat because there «»r# so *ujy thing* >*o»ld 
Iffcad t# has#-talked end brooded eear with you* .|5«r. : :**ui|&lf , |Mr 
er dlesmtisfaetiea with the Schindler- 0*»#li*i##l#r coating#**, la * «*y_ 

I (wit responsible for having dragged them lot# the ###»»> *»d me 

pe rtu r be d t o t*sjr» that their large f*#« wr* draining ye *. . 

aettiing whi*h an am eould ftrtiwltrlf have p*efmn*»».i»wliii* > «■(' #**■ 
h» » 4 . i# thi aor# ©©mservabivo *6*1## #f Oracle e* ml, had bee* 
fellewad, and they not hired, I he?# # *n«..*sjciag suspicion that Higgs would have 
steed ««t| to l«w the e### and Freddie, today, might bare been with hi* 
eaeestora# I don’t know if Sehindler am* worth #r«ry dollar you paid hi*, 
bat I do know that Blcfa wa# I* a bed.-way, mad odds .-were pretty high against 
instil this outside ’Nmiemif* mar Iwrewglii 4m* : ®a be s«re, ;.I_ 
was terribly depreesad, a# I know you were, at lay’s penc-wwt for publicity* 
s^dthe ttawtpap«r eerie# he wrote wa# ikpUHeieae* . id*: i» #11 fairmese, 1 
must say that in Ids vague way, he probably comtribated Just enough to push 
th# ease over its critical htmp. Of sour##, all that Spelky, riawba-iag, 

«te# business was loath###*#* la my conscience, the principle and the $m% 
of getting Schindler still sees* soumd^the 4*1 
nest regrettable concomitant, which perhaps eeuid 
But when on# is 

tlii'''ti^: : awisNii : :... . ... . 

support whatever, sow# mistakes ar# tneseepable. I 
carried through, as adjudged by the denouement, with oreditabie 




conn D&riAL 


least have baen leaeancd 


with :ta|we as 


,ve been 
of ceremonies and gal 


^keenest .__ 

trial has reduced you) ie that Schindler was 
solution of the crime. And X kn ow that it must 
life you 

destiny during the trial* He failed 
'-llaSible tojrnU a rabbit cut 
I don’t think Marie helped''Mich by lip| 
while the trial was is full sway, and while goings-on were 
scrutiny by the world’s press* ■ 'h 


'..if: 

, to di^ess,. 
note (1.©., leeler) 
under closest 


sjiiokeis 

and - c olors; 

l ie time again for sober thought, mo ttlW 
1 and w!l*t dees if meant X presume this question is still vital ': 

viewr of the f*©* that your future, your family’« *afe^r, and yew 
are siHai intimately tied into the question* Although I had very 
do with the actual trial 


SF&CtAl wmee — Tula eontama lnforwtton uk«n fro* private coanunlc&tions, and ita attr«**lr conM«ntial character *uat w preserved. Tha in- _ 
fonaation mat t>* confined only to tbps# offtcuia whose kOMled/te of n is necaaaary to prosecution of the war. In no case ehouia It be wldoly niatrt- 
buteo, or coplea atOa, or the ioforaatlon uaeo in local pi^6e*<lin«e or in any other public way without exp re as consent of the Director of Cenaoranip. 

IjimtCS, Director. 
























not 


firtft »•****•«. st # I &*** iv lill tfca <k;5 

*» « mt*«r of foot, yo* ;proS»«oy <*« ■■** '&& S!V : 
wfeish gekt*dl#r *m&, m* m*#r -Ui. «»**•* - gatnerwd ** - & 

t*}.rs#d over be the jjj>e&*®dl ** sgwisay* 

**•&*« •# ift tfce «&>«* of titi# «*fcl'*gr« ^ " u ® r 
■ . J -71 „**» f h*v» bees is eioee *** eatress*!)^ 

day* ®*w4-*H6 1#rt frf _» &6 ., elk ^ with t.*» 

tofc**t Jtt** n« >rse. ?V* “ t *f! & ^ » • 

S&rtoti* mmm t* 1 to* **«**» *7 ?*** * T! 7TL«w *Z/' '*Zr~ *«<** 

fS^^TTSZ ! turn* -m, *> 3*>*=««r5. «< !*v« e««a ? 

ol«« «. tt. ir*«4. tryl*» to ^r.r.jt. 
with & tael* from Mm t based on idle reocr. Tfc* pri^pa* noil** 

fIMr iMi'Milf iafcerea* t» tie «**« l* *** *- * al , ou t rather 

i«iwr«P^ •** «* e*w«a**r=^-t*w «»**«« w**,^. 

IrolSkr the Christ!* «l«n*nt* H* would like,for i^wml not professional 
y^pjpE-t© tm who killed sir «*?*?» J* mUv*, of «evrte» is tc^«ie ( 
and *8 it wwiti f« personal ly* *»*t I *»■ trying to i*y, and tte 

r«*s^R for *y cable, is that w« think we km* whe ch» perpetrater is. 

ihtuntlly, I wart put the ma*« **** d©*» «* p«:p«rj «cd furt ar^re he i* 
to you personally. iuffi« it to «*y that the suspect is * afttise, 

B0 w ojs c-as of the cuter loliuda, %ad i» ccmlttlng the eriwe w»<* is 
soe«c.i«* 8 Mr»* whose identity w* »i«® tocw* I «*7 *i3 *bi* with the 
reaUtoion that !*a oiMtftft.ovt « fe A ^t fcr 1 too* as well &» y®* 
cf the »*ltltu4!hotti t»rs, 4Utoa«Wow «»« diftortior.# which iurround 
the «ubieet; m# fw^iwf«,..^ iaf«r*kti8ii i.t cne step 
Its source* Bui, In-die* of ail the eirc«t»tano«s sad the oonriderdbU 
experience 1 heve as*'had *i spotting j/hooey inforsatJo*- , I belimr* It to 
be auiheniic, and oojaflraafele* 

: fli« question now Ssoo»*t Wist to do with the iajPortsatloa* 

The war and your mMtmr** Indifference, I suppose, o.ake action at this 
tiae well nigh iaposslble, fMrthsnRore, raaybe you’re *< disgusted with 
the whole bloody ness, as to be In a "to hell with it" ttaie of »i»d* ^ 

1 had hopes that you’d be la the State# this spring, mu that you and * 
could possibly have taken our miking trip and discussed the state or 
things at a wore oersona! and moderate pace than w>ss formerly possibie, 

•h M l still look forward to the opportunity of talking with your mother? 

for I haven't for£pf$rm^ . Mit ak 

your mother Is safe so long as the inciter of the crime is at large* 
liiybe .in time, as animosities vaporise. I’ll be able to talk to your 
mother* or is. that an Idle hops* foskett Is also soaiao.aw I’d like to 
have a few drinks with,, although I do not implicate him* 

In any case, only three persons know of oir suspicions 
and our sources* sqysalf^the FBI chap, andf^ou. At all costs, it snouid 
go no farther* Its^»e^il««ss depends solely oa its sesreoy. 

Georgian a was in town a coxtr 1* weeks ago* She had a dinner 
appointment with us, but failed to show up, and didn’t sail. Doesn’t 
she Nava a sense of responsibility* And by the way, she undoubtedly has 


t & M S- 


« 3654?8 


DGMFIDOmAS 


jrwciAi- arrics — 

for»iU« ««»■ ft « 
1ST C»t« ’ 


*>,!« ^ <vn*»* n* 4«f o rs»>, 1 on taken Trow private c««B*nle»t 1-ana, »n<! it* e*t r*»elj ronfl^'** 

"ron t^ - y M tSoTe «m«liU «no*. M.WW It >• wS c 

»;!e, ur the inforaaUon «»*4 in 1 *«h 1 procee-liwe or la Ml, other pu«3>? "*/ * ttr,ou ' •*S’ r * B0 


.r»r«r 8M*t -« ^r««#r»e-l. "he In- 

tn' nc ce.n* *hc»i<$ It b* wt ; S»ly it.Strt* 
!taunt of ai'reetor of Ceo«ore-U<. 

























told you that the two hundred which she wes supuo sod to give me w»« dc-wn 
to fifty when l called'at .Miami. At least, that’s all she could find to 
give me. As far as I'm ocnc#rasd, the remaining |1S0 can be forgotten, but 
I should think you would have a right to know what became of it# (Phil¬ 
osophical notei Aren't people the damndest organ!#}*i) 

With th#'.note (from which, by the way, 1 exclude you, £&t 
i’ve aeon and admired you under fire), I 1 d better sign off* 

I look forward to hearing from you, and I hope you do not 
think too harshly of me these days* 


jsjucn. i<m 


P*S. Joan has her own radio program, on VIOJCFt now# 
hard working soul has had for a long time. 

P.S. Both Ballet troupes open in }IfC next Week. 


First good break the 


P.S-.. How a bout your operations?. 1 rather assume from your oable that 
you’ve found a suitable surgeon in Cuba, iy sympathies are with you* I 
look forward to your Ming out of it all as sleek, handaoutt, and healthy 
as tenus* I*ve also had some drastic dental work done recently which. 

I'm whispered, renders me unreognisably handsome. 

P* S* Enclosed are a couple of clippings which may be of interest 'to you* 


/ 


I 


CONnOSNTlAl. 


.,piv-.],« Muncs_This contains lnforaatlon taken frca prmte ecawsw teat lone, arm tta extreweijr confidential twrscter aunt he preserved. fne in- 

fnrwft’ inn «us' o« confined only to thoen officials whose knowledge of it Jo necessary to pmeeutton of ths mr. In no e*a« should it he widely distrt- 
or coplM *nd*. or tm« Infarawtlon used in legal proceedings or in any other public nay without express c meant. of the 01 rector of Censorship. 

Hr-;;;".. :: ; . • 













































New York, N. Y. 
May 31, 1944 


JDjEMC 


Director, FBI 




r ~,* ft *-'XV- 1 >; V v ' ' , 

fifin''&i 


vSf^fo 


Dear Sirs 


HAK01I 


)n Mav ^2. 1944, Special Employee 

)p f the New Y °rk SIS office that 
ilSIY of Nassau on that same date. 


L~__|stated he thought the Bureau would be interested in the 
fact that Mjl*.,.CHRISTY. was, in .New York City at the request of certain influ 
9 ns >i. n Nassau to employ an investigator or investigators to re¬ 
open the Oakes .murder case and dete rmine th e identity 0 f the true 
. 3^-* CHR ISTX,-adyi.sed .Special ... Employethat he personally bel: 
wa-s the murder©r a}though acquitted on trial in Na.ssau. 


CHRISTY asked _|if it would be possible to emplo' 

on such . a P r oj. ect and Kelly stated that he did not think, an offici 

Agency wnuirt i>e interested in a crime committed in Nassau. flffRTS r 
advised ^ ^ • Cia ^idQ.dbially that he had had a long conference Wii 

Police CocKlisioner Edward P. Mulrooney and sought to enlist his i 
in re-opening the investigation of the Oakes tturder. Mulrooney a< 
that he personally would not go to Nassau but that he would send i 
there undercover who would conduct the necessary investigation anc 
Mulrooney, would supervise the investigation. 


the FBI 

al Federal 


h former 
ervices 
vised him 
good man 
that he. 


Christy tol q | that the expenses for such an investigation 

would be raised by contriDutions of a few influential people in Nassau and 
it was expected to raise a fund of from ten to fifteen thousand pc 
interest of these people in clearing up this murder was that they 
Nassau had an extremely bad name in the eyes of the American publi 
of the murder and for public relations reasons, the murder should 

... m ad^L-Lhat this entire pro.iect is of..further ii 

told j I while he was on SISjassignment in Cuba 
CHRISTY was .actually' ww murderer of Si r Harryx>ake s. Of further 
this particular item, the following appeared in th&>BAl3LY NEWS of 
in Ed Sullivan’s column: "Understand the principals in the Sir Ha 
unsolved murder conferred in this city a few days back." 
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With reference to your letter of fe$ruary\#l, 1945, 
concerning the possible additional evidence . t ri thfr case involving 
the m urder of Sir Barry Oakes, it ie regretted ifatt we s.WM not he 


able 


Mr. Tolson 
Mr. E. A. T« 
Mr. Clegg 
Mr. ColTey 
•Mr. Glavin 


tie Bahamas but who 


Mr. Carson meat 

Mr. Hendon_... 

Mr. Mmnfnrd_ 

Mr. Jones. 

Mr. Quinn Tamm._ 

Mr. Kce.se .. .. 

Miss Gandy. 
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It is 

upon our 


to interrogate an individual who it ie uft&brstptitA Ws aiyitioe 

ie ' presently in the United zftate^^fc^ 

suggested that in view of the limll^t^on which is 
investigative activtty limiting our jurisdiction 
Mr. Laud .._*£„£< rta i n specified types of offenses against the United States, 

Mr.Nichoistf.Ott.,1 ay wish to call upon the Chief of Poltce of the city wherein 
ndividual is presently residing, for his assistance in eon - 
Mr.Tmcy ff.Hgtj ng the tnterutemd In this regard, you may wish to furnish the 
Mr. Mohr of Poltoo »<M tuoh iookyround information as you may havo 

mmy fully oouor tho tniorotow uktoh you 


o**f.. W # 

*4 \ 


►I L 


,;} C\..A.f. 
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Sines 


John XdgarMeover 
Director 
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